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LYNN ALLBECK, SERVED AS FARMER DIRECTOR
from June 1, 1993—August 16, 2017
The Columbia County Conservation District lost an invaluable Farmer
Director in 2017. Lynn Allbeck, farmed his entire life in Eyers Grove,
Millville, PA in Columbia County. He attended Millville Schools and
was an active member in the Eyers Grove United Methodist Church.
Lynn leaves behind his wife Barbara, two sons Edward and Kevin and
his wife Nicole, and daughter Jan. Lynn and Barb enjoyed spending time
with their two grandsons, Grant and Isaac, sharing farming with them at a
young age. Lynn brought a true ownership to his role as farmer director
serving for 24 years with the district. He brought first hand experience to
the board. He was a hard working farmer which was showcased in his
beautiful farm. We always enjoyed hearing a joke he would share at the
beginning of each meeting.

Lynn Allbeck, center, being sworn in at district board meeting with Commissioner Chris
Young by William Kahler, retired DEP field
rep.

FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR BETTER ROADS AND CLEANER STREAMS!
By Nancy Corbin, DGLVR Technician

Purpose: To improve the water quality of our streams
Sediment is the largest pollutant by volume to the waters of Pennsylvania. Dirt and aggregate from rural roads have a large impact
on our streams. The Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads Program (DGLVR) provides funding from the State Conservation Commission (SCC) to help reduce pollution in our streams and waterways through maintenance of municipal roads.
Funding: Available for Columbia County municipalities
Through our Quality Assurance Board, the Conservation District administers SCC funds to improve the water quality of our
streams. Each year, the District receives approximately $80,000 for low volume road projects (paved or sealed roads with less than
500 cars per day) that negatively impact a stream, and $325,000 for dirt and gravel road projects that negatively impact a stream.
$517,500 was paid to eligible Columbia County municipalities in 2017 for dirt, gravel and low volume road projects.
2018 FUNDING ROUND APPLICATION DEADLINES:
April 15
July 15
September 15
Call the District to schedule a site visit and begin the application process.
Eligibility: Projects must meet environmental requirements to be considered for funding
The road must negatively impact a stream, the project must reduce environmental impacts, Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance
Training is required, and permits must be obtained.
Training: Training is required and available
 Required local ESM training
Upcoming regional Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) training sessions are posted on the Center for Dirt and Gravel
Roads Center website at http://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/. Register with the Center for ESM training to be eligible for funds.
 Local program training
The District hosted a local administrative training in February of 2018 to help municipalities understand the program, application
and construction process. Contact the District for regarding training opportunities.
Demonstrations: Local demonstrations of ESM practices and maintenance
 Local project construction demonstration, April 2017
Thank you to Mount Pleasant Township for welcoming municipal crews and contractors on site during construction to see how
stream structures improve stability upstream of a new stream
crossing. Thanks to Dave Keller with the PA Fish and Boat
Commission for construction oversight, and for discussing the
project and construction requirements with attendees.



Local grader blade demonstration, May 2017
Thank you to North Centre Township for hosting a grader blade
demonstration and operating the grader, Sugarloaf Township for
operating the roller, and Tim Ziegler with the Center for Dirt and
Gravel Road Studies for leading the presentation. CCCD has
rotating carbide-tipped grader blades that can be borrowed by
municipalities. Contact us for more information.
Grader Blade Loan Program: Save time and money, protect
water resources
Loan the District’s rotating carbide-tipped grader blades to maintain roads with a refundable deposit of $150.
20 Years of DGLVR
DGLVR celebrated its 20th year of helping municipalities across the state create better roads and cleaner streams. Over the last 20
years, Columbia County has awarded $1.7 million for dirt and gravel road and, since 2014, $240,000 for low volume roads.
We saw many of you at the Columbia County Township Convention in October. To celebrate 20 years of DGLVR, we passed out
DGLVR t-shirts and coffee mugs to all participating municipalities over the last 20 years. Consider submitting a project application
2 fund requirements to shape up your roads and streams in 2018!
to get your t-shirt and coffee mug! Contact us for DGLVR program
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
ESCAPE INTO A WORLD OF CHALLENGES
MIDDLE SCHOOL ENVIROTHON

SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY REGIONAL HIGH
SCHOOL ENVIROTHON

A total of 29 teams from 4 counties participated in the
19th Annual 2017 Middle School competition. In 2017,
Columbia County’s 1st Place went to Central Columbia . Other schools fr om Columbia County par ticipating were Benton, Bloomsburg Christian, Central Columbia, and Millville. On May 8, 2018, we will hold the
Middle School Envirothon, which will again be held at
the PPL Montour Preserve. This competition has been
created to provide a learning session along with the
testing at each of 4 stations. The stations are the same as
the High School Envirothon except for the Current Issue.
There will be activities in the areas of Soils and Land
Use, Aquatics, Wildlife, Forestry, and a non-testing
“fun” station. Each station will provide an instructional
period where the students will listen to a presentation.
This event is opened to 7th and 8th grade students in the
middle schools. Schools may now bring up 5 teams/
school. We hope that this event will encourage students
to participate in the high school Envirothon when they
get to ninth grade.

The 2017 Regional Competition was held on April 26,
2017 at Shikellamy Overlook. Benton High School took
first place in this year’s competition for Columbia County
with 39 teams competing in the regional event. With the
win they were able to enjoy the experience of the State
Envirothon. Members of Columbia County’s winning
team and those competing in the state’s event were: Jebb
Klock, Sawyer Mueller, Lillian Mueller, Daryn Hess, and
Ethan Dildine. Advisors for the team were Ms. Amanda
Hack and Mr. Chris Mitchell.
The State Envirothon was held at University of Pittsburgh,
Johnstown, PA on May 23-24, 2017. Five member teams
participate in a series of field-oriented tests that focus on
five topic areas—Soils and Land Use, Aquatic Ecology,
Forestry, Wildlife, and current environmental issues. The
teams also prepare and deliver oral presentations to panels
of judges who evaluate each team on its problem-solving
capabilities, oral presentation skills and recommendations
to help solve the specific environmental challenge, which
relates
to
the
current
environmental
issue.
Congratulations on a job well done. The 2018 event will
be held at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA, May
22 & 23, 2018. Field competition will be at Camp Mt.
Luther,
Our local competition, the 2018 Susquehanna Valley Regional Competition will be held at Shikellamy Mar ina
State Park on Tuesday, April 24, 2018.

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR THEIR
CONTRIBUTIONS THAT
SUPPORTED COLUMBIA COUNTY CONSERVATION
DISTRICT’S 2017 ENVIROTHON
CENTRAL SUSQUEHANNA WOODLAND OWNERS
ASSOCIATION
BRIAR CREEK ASSOC. for WATERSHED SOLUTIONS
ROARING CREEK VALLEY CONSERVATION Assoc.
FISHING CREEK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
STACKHOUSE & SON WELL DRILLING
BLOOMSBURG VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 804
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 273
BLOOMSBURG AMERICAN LEGION POST 273
SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION SQUAD 541
CATAWISSA AMERICAN LEGION POST 541
BLOOMSBURG ELKS #436
FISHING CREEK SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION
COLUMBIA COUNTY TROUT UNLIMITED

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK OR
CHECK OUR “NEW” WEBSITE
AT

www.columbiaccd.org

LOCAL TEACHER AND CONSERVATION DISTRICT
DIRECTOR EARNS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

Doug Brown accepting award from Dianna Jarama,
Pennsylvania Association of Agricultural Educators
President-Elect for the 2018.

Mr. Doug Brown, Ag Science teacher at Central Columbia High School
was awarded the National Teacher Mentor Award in Nashville, TN. This
award is given to an individual who has been nominated by their
peers to r epr esent an awar d ar ea such as the Teacher Mentor Awar d
or the Outstanding Teacher. Doug Brown was selected by the PAAE to
represent the east coast for this award and the NAAE honored him with
the National Teacher Mentor Award which is selected by his educational
professionalism, educational workmanship, community activities and role
model for high school and college students. Doug Brown, serves as vice
chairman and public director on the Columbia County Conservation District Board for over 25 years.
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN YOUR WATERSHED?
By Heather Almer and Nancy Corbin

Catawissa Creek Restoration Association (CCRA)
Catawissa Creek Restoration Association continues their work to improve watershed water quality impacted by acid mine drainage and concentrates their efforts
on the upkeep and maintenance of three passive water treatment facilities that
feed into Catawissa Creek. The group still support efforts to purchase the Butler
property where the Audenreid facility is located, so that the system can get back
to what it was designed to do--raise the pH to levels necessary to sustain aquatic
life in the streams and support successful trout propagation. Recently the group installed a leaf guard cover for the
Oneida 3 facility, and has plans for a large scale renovation to improve the Oneida 1 facility at Eagle Rock. The group
meets on the 3rd Wednesdays at 7pm on even months, at the Banquet Hotel in Ringtown. Check out their website at
http://www.thecattie.org for meeting times and project descriptions.

Roaring Creek Valley Conservation Association (RCVCA)
Roaring Creek Valley Conservation Association held its 9th annual 5K and Half-Marathon Hellbender Race at Weiser State Forest on August 20, 2017. The association used proceeds from the
race to support Water Education Day for 8th Graders in Columbia County, local scholarships for
high school students, clean-ups, the annual Susquehanna Valley Envirothon, and new monitoring
equipment for strategic regular monitoring throughout the watershed. They meet monthly at 7pm,
the 3rd Thursday of the month at Southern Columbia High School, except for special programs –
listed on their Facebook page and in the Press Enterprise.

Briar Creek Association for Watershed Solutions (BCAWS)
BCAWS continues to work toward implementing recommendations from their
Coldwater Conservation Plan to improve water quality in the Briar Creek Watershed.
Stream bank fencing and a water access project was completed in the fall of 2016.
BCAWS members planted the associated 35-foot wide riparian buffer in the spring of
2017 along approximately 350 feet of a tributary to Briar Creek. The plantings help
repair heavily-eroding stream banks from horses and reduce the pollutant load and
water temperature on the Briar Creek tributary. BCAWS is looking forward to continued watershed work in 2018. Two new stream bank projects are also planned to begin in 2018 to continue improving the water quality of Briar Creek. BCAWS members volunteered again at the third annual Conservation District
Water Education Day event held in their watershed at Briar Creek Lake. Events and educational programs are updated on the BCAWS website so check it often: http://www.columbiaccd.org/bcaws.html.

Fishing Creek Watershed Association (FCWA)
FCWA had a busy year with educational opportunities and projects such as Kocher
Park cleanups, Fish n Fun, Water Education Day, and presentations on crayfish of
the Fishing Creek Watershed, the Bloomsburg University Water Quality Monitoring Station, and a writing workshop. FCWA continued their work to educate about
the importance of pollinators to our ecosystem and crop production. They planted
250 native milkweed seeds and distributed the seedlings to friends throughout the watershed. FCWA plans to distribute more milkweed plants in 2018 to promote preserving and creating pollinator habitat. FCWA is excited to host a
variety of speakers on watershed issues this year. Upcoming spring events include a pruning workshop at Kocher
Park in March, a vernal pool site visit in April and a Knotweed Cook-off to eat the invasives in May. Visit FCWA’s
website for more information and upcoming events at www.fcwa.net.
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JOIN US FOR THE
9TH ANNUAL
WOODCOCK WATCH
March 28, 2018
ATTENTION: Local birders, wildlife naturalists, scouts, and other interested people come
and enjoy an evening hike to seek out the wonderful mysterious Woodcock. Mark your calendars for the 9th annual woodcock watch!
Come join us at the home of Chris and Pam
Young, 529 Zaners/Rohrsburg Road, Orangeville, PA on Wednesday, March 28, 2018 at
6:00 pm. Chris Young will provide a presentation on his land management to enhance the
wildlife on his property. Practices that have
been created to bring in birds, animals, and
vernal pools will be discussed. Joe Faux,
Woodcock Limited of Pennsylvania and representatives from PA Game Commission will
also be there to talk about available programs.
Call the CD office for more information.

POSTER CONTEST
Thank you to Brian Campbell (Farmer Moofy) and wife Erika for
their continued support of the CCCD Earth Day Poster Contest
by sponsoring the event with cash prizes and corn certificates to
winning students in each grade category. 797 Columbia County
students from kindergarten to twelfth grade participated in the
Poster Contest in 2017. Winning posters are located on our website at http://www.columbiaccd.org/poster-contest.html.
Posters for the 2018 Poster Contest will be accepted at the District office until April 27th.
Students will incorporate art
and science to learn about the
importance of “Watersheds,
our Water, Our Home.” Contest rules and information are
posted on our website. Winning posters will be forwarded
onto PACD to be entered into
the State and National Poster
Contest.

COLUMBIA COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2017 FINANCIAL REPORT
EXPENSES
Salaries
Staff Expenses
Payroll Taxes
Educational Expenses
Sales
Special Events

$186,158.26
$3,610.47
$23,518.61
$5,902.98
$8,465.63
$3,071.61

INCOME
County Commissioners
State & Bay Cost-Share
Sales
Miscellaneous
Interest
ACT 13 UGWF

$53,038.00
$98,423.57
$12,840.99
$100.00
$24.08
$37,755.40

Office Expenses
Insurance, Bonds

$4,441.17
$7,656.00

Special Projects
Kocher Park

$1,722.20
$0.00

Rent
Vehicle/Equipment & Repair
Directors' Expenses
Dues
Annual Report/Newsletters
Farmland Preservation
Staff Benefits
SWAT/ACT
Watershed Specialist Salary/
Expenses
Miscellaneous
Transfers
Field Days/Workshops
Dirt & Gravel Road Program
Grant Expenses
Audit
Kocher Park

$7,707.21
$14,496.67
$768.99
$1,900.00
$1,583.15
$3,059.74
$31,356.65
$38,109.51
$31,356.65

E&S Fee Schedule
NPDES
Farmland Preservation Admin.
Transfer
Dirt & Gravel Road
Watershed Specialist Grant
Environmental Education
Grant
Chapter 105 Fees

$27,725.00
$6,000.00
$3,429.53
$64,416.66
$55,851.71
$26,558.98
$4,493.98
$8,780.00
$1,450.00

$276.74
$30,313.99
$299.00
$34,966.81
$8,095.54
$6,249.45
$1,818.80
$465,152.45

SWAT
ACT

$54,233.00
$12,699.36

Balance as of end of 2016

$52,243.00

TOTAL INCOME

$521,785.46

TOTAL EXPENSES
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Innovative Approach Produces Big Benefits
By Jennifer Lauri, Resource Conservationist

Faihopity Farms, a family owned and operated farm in Berwick manages a 550 head of
dairy cattle and 1300 acres of cropland. As generational farmers, they care about the land,
their animals, and their community, this is what drives the operation to environmentally
conscious decision making, incorporation of innovative technology for efficiency and resourcefulness. In 2016 construction began for a remote 112’ diameter concrete manure storage tank. The tank would
provide an additional 6 months of manure storage. The pre-existing manure storage had a 4-month manure storage
capacity. Manure will be transferred from the existing storage to the remote storage. Once transferred, manure
would be able to be field applied using a manure dragline system to fields in close proximity to the farm.
The additional storage would afford increased freedom to apply manure but, it would also provide an improved collection method for the silage leachate and milkhouse wastewater. The dragline system will reduce odors leaving the
application site because manure is applied in close proximity to the ground rather than spraying several feet above
ground. After completion of the tank construction, manure transfer line, and dragline system the farm owners saw
benefits that far exceeded the additional storage capacity. Operators were especially impressed with the amount of
time that was saved when applying the manure. With the new dragline system, manure application now takes half
the time. Efficiency is always important to farm owners and operators. Nearly as important is how its neighbors perceive the operation. The owners of the farm are considerate of manure application timing because of odor, they also
consider the use of the large equipment on roadways. The manure haulers for the farm are pleased to be able to reduce their presence on the roads with this new system and the odor emitted. Of all the benefits with this project, one
stands out over and above the rest. Compaction reduction. Crop field soils can become quite compacted with manure
application machinery traveling across it multiple times a day/season/year. A tractor and tanker filled with manure
weighs about 97,000 pounds. The dragline system allows manure to be applied in less passes with significantly less
weight. Although, the farm prides itself on use of multispecies cover crops that help breakup compacted soils the
implementation of this new tool will contribute to a magnitude of benefits for soil compaction and infiltration. A
system with less compaction will eliminate soils from eroding and washing and nutrients leaving the crop fields. The
healthy soils will also allow water to be better absorbed, creating better infiltration especially in heavy rain events.
In addition to the improvements with the manure collection and handling, the farm has undergone numerous improvements. The Columbia County Conservation District and the farm owners have improved the operation through
the assistance of a Growing Greener Grant funded through Department of Environmental Protection. Other BMP’s
have been installed to protect groundwater. A collection tank has been installed to collect milkhouse wastewater and
silage leachate to be directed to a concrete storage. The nutrient dense materials will not have the opportunity to contaminate any source of water. This upcoming year improvements will continue to be made at the operation through
the awarded grant.

FROM MY DESK: MARY RUTH W AGNER, District Manager

I wanted all our readers to know that this will be my last edition of The Conservationist. After
32 years with the Columbia County Conservation District, I will be retiring on June 30, 2018.
For the last 32 years I have had the privilege of serving Columbia County at the Conservation
District. working with a fine staff and board of directors. We have become a family working
towards protecting our natural resources. There are many things I am proud of throughout my
tenure. I am proud of what the conservation district stands for and that we have a tremendous
board of directors that follow the mission of the district. I am proud of our farming community
and how they have embraced soil health and the importance of our soil. Their job is never ending. I am proud of our
teachers and how they have worked with us to teach students about the importance of environmental education
through participation in our programs and especially the Envirothon offered to high school and middle school students. I am very proud of being a part of establishing our 4 watershed groups in the county and working with such
remarkable people that have continued to work diligently to preserve water quality in our County. Foremost, I am
proud of Kocher Park and how it has provided a resource for the public to learn and appreciate nature and the beauty
of natural habitats. Our staff through the years, have been able to provide many camps and programs at the park
partnering with our schools, community, scouts, local clubs and watershed groups. All these things would not have
been possible without the support of our board of directors and foremost the fantastic staff that work or have worked
for the district giving 150% to make the district what it is today. Thanks to our County Commissioners through the
years that have always supported me and the district in our endeavors. So now it is time that I personally thank all of
you for all you have done to make Columbia County a wonderful place to live and work. It has been an honor to
work with you all for the betterment of our natural resources. Keep up the great work in supporting the mission of
the Columbia County Conservation District.
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NEW DIRECTORS APPOINTED

CONNECTING SOILS & PROFITS
NO-TILL, COVER CROPS, SOIL HEALTH, & GRAZING

4TH SOIL HEALTH CONFERENCE
MARCH 15, 2018 7:30—4:00 PM
PINE BARN INN, DANVILLE, PA
Make your reservations by calling Tracey
Oman at 570-784-1310 ext.9456 $25/person
Ray Archuleta is a Cer tified Pr ofessional Soil Scientist with the Soil Science Society of
America and has over 30 years’ experience as a Soil Conservationist, Water
Quality Specialist, and Conservation
Agronomist with the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). During
his tenure with the NRCS Ray served in
New Mexico, Missouri, Oregon, and North Carolina.
After his retirement from the NRCS in 2017, Ray
founded Soil Health Consulting, LLC and Soil Health
Academy, LLC to teach Biomimicry strategies and
Agroecology principles for improving soil function on
a national scale. Ray also owns and operates a 150acre farm near Seymour, Missouri that he operates
along with his wife and family.
Steve Groff and his family, far m 305
acres of cash grain crops, pumpkins
and heirloom tomatoes in Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. For the past 22
years, his Cedar Meadow Farm has
conducted thousands of cover crop
research trials- out of which he developed the well-known Tillage Radish. Steve is the
founder of Cover Crop Coaching & he is a contributing columnist for the American Agriculturalist magazine and the Lancaster Farming- writing articles on
the use of cover crops.
Dr. John Tooker: His r esear ch focuses on the pr inciple that while soil health systems improve soil quality, they can also simultaneously help build robust populations of soil invertebrates, including predatory species that can be allies in pest control. His research suggests that incorporating IPM alongside other soil
health practices maximizes the potential for fields to
better withstand pest invasions while
diminishing the potential for pesticides to
degrade benefits provided by soil health
practices.

COVER CROP ROLLER AVAILABLE

The District has a 6 ft. wide crop roller with wheels
and a single acting hydraulic cylinder for easy
transport available to local producers to use to roll tall
mature cover crops as a means to improve soil health.
Call the district!

Ms. Debbie Jarrard has been appointed by the Columbia County
Commissioners to serve on the Columbia County Conservation
District Board of Directors. She has been appointed to fill the
vacancy due to the passing of Lynn Allbeck, long time farmer
director on the board. Debbie and her husband Winston, own
and operate Roaring
Creek Farms, Roaring Creek Township, Columbia
County. We welcome Debbie to the
board and know she
will bring enthusiasm and creative
ideas to the board.
Re-appointed for
another term is Dennis Levan, Doug
Brown, Debbie Jarrard, Don Edwards,
Chairperson and Commissioner Chris Young.

51st ANNUAL TRI-AG BANQUET
JOIN US FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE 51st
AGRICULTURAL BANQUET. IT WILL BE HELD
ON THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018 AT THE COLUMBIA/MONTOUR VO-TECH HIGH SCHOOL.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THIS FUN
NIGHT OF GREAT FOOD, GREAT FRIENDS, AND GREAT ENTERTAINMENT. For tickets: Call CCCD, FSA or Penn State
Cooperative Extension Office.

DISTRICT OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS
Due APRIL 13, 2018

LAVERE McClure SCHOLARSHIP—$300 scholarship available to high school seniors planning to pursue a degree in natural
sciences/environmental education.
EDGAR “TED” FENSTERMACHER SCHOLARSHIP—
$300 scholarship available to high school seniors planning to
pursue a degree in agriculture/agriculture related field.
(Students must provide an acceptance letter from the college/
university they will be attending.)
PENN STATE CONSERVATION
LEADERSHIP SCHOOL—Available to
high school students (ages 14-18) that
have completed 9th grade. Week long
session focusing on natural resource issues, conservation, and wildlife. District
will provide two - $300 scholarships toward two tuitions. Sign up with a friend!!
Visit our website for more details.
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51st ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL
BANQUET

PIPELINE INCREASES WORKLOAD
in 2017

This year’s “Tri-Ag Banquet” as it was once called,
will be the Conservation District’s 51st event and will
be held on Thursday, April 12, 2018, at the Columbia/Montour Vo-tech High School. The annual event is

2017 was a year that saw major impacts to the Columbia County countryside. The largest project to
impact the county in many years is the installation of
the Atlantic Sunrise Pipeline. This pipeline stretches
39 miles from the top of the county to the bottom
and includes a compressor station and a regulator
station in the county. Total earth disturbance associated with this project is nearly 800 acres and crosses
over 50 streams. The conservation district is working closely with both state and federal agencies to
assure that the project is completed with as minimal
an impact to the environment as possible.
Some of the techniques used to minimize the impact
include stabilized accesses, keeping clean water clean
by diverting or pumping it around the area of disturbance, reducing the time that the soil is left unprotected before covering it with mulch or other materials,
and providing filtering of runoff from work areas to
remove sediment before discharging the water.
These are the same techniques that any person planning to do earthmoving should incorporate into their
project.

Barry Travelpiece, PE

a celebration of the farming community and their accomplishments. The Columbia County Conservation District
along with USDA/Farm Services Agency and Penn State
Cooperative Extension will sponsor the entertaining evening with awards and accomplishments of our partners in
the agricultural arena. We will be entertained by musical
selections by Miah Farley and Sara Esslinger, students from
Central Columbia High School. The Banquet will begin at
6:00 pm. Tickets can be obtained from the following agencies: CCCD, 784-1310 x9456; FSA 570-317-9560; and PSU
Extension 570-316-6512. Cost is $16.00/person.
Lincoln and Helen Johnson were the recipients of the R.J.
Campbell Award at the 2017 banquet. Their farm is located in Eyers Grove, Madison Township, Columbia County.
The Cooperator of the Year award is given to a farmer who
implements best management practices on their farm and
participates in agricultural programs sponsored by the Columbia County Conservation District and USDA/NRCS.

In addition to the pipeline, the Conservation District
also processed 10 NPDES applications for earthmoving and conducted over 30 inspections of construction activities on other projects.

MISSION STATEMENT

TO LEAD THE CITIZENS OF COLUMBIA COUNTY
IN SUSTAINABLE USE OF OUR SHARED
AGRICULTURAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES
THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS, EDUCATION, AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, IN ORDER TO ASSURE
THE BEST QUALITY OF LIFE FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS.

2017 R.J. Campbell Award Recipient Lincoln and
Helen Johnson, center with Maryruth Wagner, CCCD
Manager and Donald Edwards, CCCD, Chairperson.
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ANNUAL TREE SALE NOW IN PROGRESS
Our 2018 SALE will include NATIVE VARIETIES :
Apple Trees—Enterprise and Honeycrisp. Planting two var ieties is highly recommended for a good fruit crop. The trees are
bareroot.
 Colorado Blue Spruce, Eastern White Pine (NATIVE), and
Norway Spruce, seedlings sold in bundles of 25 seedlings.
 Our deciduous seedlings will include White Flowering Dogwood, Eastern
Redbud, Mulberry, Persimmon, Pin Oak, Pond Cypress. Seedlings will
be sold in bundles of 5 seedlings or you may buy individually.
 Blue Rug Juniper, Foamflower, and Woodland Phlox will be sold.
These ground covers grow low to the ground and spread to cover areas of
exposed soil preventing soil erosion.
 Blueberry Bushes will be offered again this year with two var ieties offered,
“Duke and Liberty”. These bushes are container grown.
 Native Perennials—Beardtongue, Butterfly Milkweed, Cardinal Flower, Hairy Alumroot, Marsh Marigold, Purple Coneflower, Rattlesnake
Master, Red Oxeye, Scarlet Bee Balm, Spiderwort, and Summer Phlox.
These will be available in 4-1/2” plugs.
·
Native Grasses— Bottlebrush(cool), Silver Sedge (cool), and
Switchgrass (warm) will be sold in 4-1/2” plugs.
 Native Bareroot Shrubs: American Cranberry, Black Chokeberry,
Redosier Dogwood and Winterberry will be sold. Note: Winter ber r y
will only be sold in bundles of 5 because they require multiple plants for
pollination.
 We are bringing back Northeast Annual & Perennial Wildflower Seed
Mix. This is a beautiful mix of native and natur alized wildflower s de
signed to attract birds and butterflies. This will be sold in 1 ounce packets
and will cover a 200 sq. ft. area.
 Bluebird Houses are available again this year.
HELPFUL HINT:

We will be selling plugs individually or in bundles of 4
this year. Check out the order form for more details.
Visit our website @ columbiaccd.org and check out our new catalog for a more
in-depth description of plants and shrubs. If you should have difficulty opening
the site call us and we will provide the needed information.
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Columbia County Conservation District 2017 Plant Sale
Variety

APPLE TREES - BARE ROOT

Size

Buckeye Gala

4-6'

Crimson Crisp
One Buckeye Gala + One Crimson Crisp

4-6'

Price Each

Single Tree
@ $20.00 Two or more @ $17.50/ tree

$

$

$35.00

$

NATIVE DECIDUOUS TREES

Height

Price Each

White Flowering Dogwood

10-24"

$2.00

$9.00

Redbud

9-18"

$2.00

$9.00

Sugar Maple

7-14"

$2.00

$9.00

Wild Black Cherry

6-12"

$2.00

$9.00

American Sweetgum

2-4"

# of Singles

5 per bundle

Height

Arrowwood

20-30"

$2.00

$9.00

Witch-hazel

10-24"

$2.00

$9.00

American Cranberry

20-36"

$2.00

Colorado Blue Spruce
Douglas Fir

3-6"
Height

# of Singles

5 per bundle

*Bundles only
Price/Bundle

# Bundles

$15.00

$

10-24" 25/bundle

$15.00

$

Eastern White Pine (Native to PA)

10-20" 25/bundle

$15.00

$

Concolor Fir

10-24" 25/bundle

$15.00

$

Stonecrop
Jacob's Ladder

Price/Order

A

$

$

$
# Bundles

A

$

$9.00

$

$9.00

$

Amount Due

8-16" 25/bundle

NATIVE GROUND COVER

# Bundles

$9.00

*Bundles only

NATIVE SHRUBS

Winterberry *
NATIVE EVERGREEN TREE SEEDLINGS

A

# Sets

# Orders

Amount Due

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

10/order

$28.00

$

Plugs

Price

***DEADL
F
fo

$

ORDERS M
Sundrops

Blue Rug Juniper
NATIVE PERENNIALS
New York Ironweed

Quantity

Amount Due

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

Swamp Milkweed

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

Lavender Bee Balm

4-1/2"plug

$4.00

$

Black-eyed Susan 'Sundance'

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

Tickseed 'Crème Brulee'

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

Sunflower 'Lemon Queen'

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

Purple Coneflower 'Wild Berry'

4-1/2" plug

$4.00

$

NATIVE FERNS
Lady Fern

Price

4-1/2" plug

NATIVE VINES
Coral Honeysuckle 'Major Wheeler'

Price

4-1/2" plug

NATIVE GRASSES/SEDGES
Indian Grass

4-1/2" plug

Amount Due

Quantity

planted

$
Quantity

Amount Due

$12.00

$

Bluecrop

1 Gal. cont.

$12.00

$
Quantity

$10.00

^ Apple trees &

Amount Due

1 Gal. cont.

Handmade with Access Door

* Wi

multiple

$

Sweetheart
BLUEBIRD HOUSES

Satur
9

Amount Due

Quantity

$4.00
Price

Frid

$

$4.00
Price

BLUEBERRY BUSHES^

Quantity

$4.00

Thur

Amount Due

$

The Conse
antee survival
lings. We striv
seedlings for
conditions of p

COLUMBIA-MONTOUR COALITION for SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
“Working Together to Protect our Water Supplies”
By: Heather Almer, Watershed Specialist

Education & Outreach Featured Projects
Columbia County Conservation District receives the
2017 Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence for Water Education Day
The CCCD was presented with the highest statewide honor for efforts
to improve and protect the environment at the annual Governor’s
Award for Environmental Excellence in Harrisburg for Water Education Day. The District held its third annual Water Education Day for
8th grade students on September 13 ,2017 and had over 500 students
rotated through six stations on groundwater, stream studies, conservation art, general water quality, fish ecology and an original musical
and theatrical performance by area high school students on water
quality and conservation. Throughout the day, students learned about
the sources of our drinking water, how it gets polluted, and the connection between land and water. Approximately 50 volunteers were
involved in the station instruction and logistics, including PA Depart- Above: Nancy Corbin, CCCD; Sec. Cindy Adams-Dunn,
DCNR , Sec. Patrick McDonnell, DEP; Davitt Woodwell,
ment of Environmental Protection, PA American Water, Bloomsburg PEC; Heather Almer and Maryruth Wagner, CCCD.
University, PA Rural Water Association, and local watershed groups
and of course, our entire Conservation District staff. Many thanks to these dedicated individuals and organizations who
gave their time to remind our youth of the vital importance of keeping our water supplies clean, as well as providing
information about their organizations that are in the business of water protection and distribution.

Safe Medication Disposal Project
The CCCD and the Columbia Montour Coalition for Source Water Protection continues to promote the safe disposal of unused medications at designated takeback centers in our area. An updated listing of take back locations is on our website and large signs are now on display at Town Park and Kocher Park with visuals linking waste water plants to local waterways to our drinking water source.
Remember, public water suppliers are not designed to remove pharmaceuticals
so they end up in our water supply!

Climate Education Project Underway
The CCCD received an environmental education grant from the PA DEP to conduct
climate change educational workshops at local high schools. The first 3 day workshop was held at Central Columbia HS, where we joined forces with the Environmental Science classroom taught by Mr. Kirk Seesholtz and Mr. Doug Brown. This
included screening of the film “Our Climate, Our Future, a presentation by Dr.
Jeffrey Brunskill and eco-product creation. Students made three products: body
butter, carpet sprinkle, and multi-purpose cleaner. The proceeds from this event
will be donated to the Puerto Rico FFA Chapters to assist in re-establishing FFA Heather Almer, Watershed/
Member's Supervised Agricultural Experience Projects due to the hurricane damage Education Specialist working with
Central Columbia Students.
suffered this past fall. The CCCD looks forward to conducting a similar 3 day workshop at Southern Columbia HS in February 2018.
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BETTER YET—HOW ABOUT
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