Q?O COLUMBIA COUNTY
(2> CONSERVATION DISTRICT

POND PERMITTING

No matter your reason for building a pond- agriculture, stormwater management,
recreation, etc.- it is important to understand what permits are involved before
beginning construction.

25 Pa. Code Chapter 105 — Dam Safety and Waterway Management
« Pond Construction — If the pond will meet any of the following criteria, a Dam Safety Permit from the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) will be necessary:

o If the dam is located across a watercourse and... ‘.“ .l
» The watercourse has a drainage area of 100 acres or more ALI
= The capacity of the pond will be greater than 50 acre-feet __.\ ‘—ﬁ/l\
« (e.g. 3.5 acres x 15 ft deep = 52 acre-feet) 4 S -

= The maximum depth of water will be greater than 15 feet
o If the dam is NOT located on a watercourse but the maximum depth exceeds 15 ft and the pond
will be greater than 50 acre-feet in size

o Watercourse Impacts — If the outflow pipe will discharge to a watercourse with a drainage area of 100
acres or more, an Intake & Outfall Permit will be necessary.

o Presence of Wetlands or EV Waters — Wetlands are heavily regulated. An Environmental Assessment
from DEP will be required if a pond is located in, along, or projects into a wetland or Exceptional
Value Waters, even if the dam does not require Dam Safety Permit. Additionally, any excavation of
wetlands will require a Water Obstruction and Encroachment Permit.

25 Pa. Code Chapter 102 — Earth Disturbance, Erosion, and Sediment Control

« E&S Plan — Projects that will have 5,000 square feet of earth disturbance or more are required to have
a written erosion and sedimentation (E&S) plan available on site throughout the duration of the
project.

« NPDES Permit — Projects that will include 1 acre of disturbance or more are required to have a
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. The type of NPDES permit will
depend on project specifics, however, all types require information on both E&S and stormwater
management that will need to be reviewed by DEP/County Conservation District.

58 Pa. Code Chapter 51 — Permits to Draw Off Impounded Waters
o Draw Down Permit — While a Draw Down Permit is not necessary to construct a pond, a Draw Down
Permit (a.k.a. Permit to Draw Off Water from Impoundments) from the PA Fish & Boat
Commission is required when releasing water from...
o Ponds requiring a Dam Safety Permit or Water Obstruction &
Encroachment Permit
o Ponds that have a surface area greater than 1 acre
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